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THE CHURCH AND JUSTICE: RESISTING DANES 
GRAPPLE WITH THE PROBLEM 


Amongst the various gndeeovound Church 
publications started in Denmark during the 
last year there is a paper called Folk og 
Frihed (Freedom and the People), from 
which extracts have been quoted in Spiritual 
Issues on previous occasions. Folk og Frihed 
from time to time publishes special editions, 
or supplements. Kaj Munk’s last sermon was 
one of these supplements, and another has 
been an Essay on “The Church and Justice 
in the Present Situation,” which was pre- 
pared by a group of clergy, whose names of 
course cannot be given. 

This document begins with a section deal- 
ing with the teaching of the Church in re- 
lation to present-day events, and as its start- 
ing point it refers to the vow which every 
Danish clergyman takes at his ordination, 
“That we will diligently exhort men to be 
truly and solemnly converted, to obey the 
lawful authorities, to be merciful towards 
the miserable, and to love their neighbours 
and their fellow Christians.” 

The article comments on these promises, 
with approval of their content. In the first 
place “the task of the Church at the present 
time consists—as ever—above all in pro- 
claiming clearly the Word of God.” But it 
continues this can be interpreted in two 
ways. Hither it may mean that the Church 

should restrict itself “to the sphere of re- 
ligious and spiritual life, refraining from 
any reference’ to actual conditions; or it 
may be taken to mean that the Word of God 
must be proclaimed because “the Gospel it- 
self throws light on all human circum- 
_ stances.” 

It is this latter view which must be re- 

"garded as the right one. “The vow taken at 
Ordination expresses this by placing imme- 


_the Gospel.” 


diately after: the Exhortation to true and 
solemn conversion an Exhortation to obey 
the lawful authorities, to be merciful to the 
miserable, and to love our neighbours and 
fellow Christians. Thus the relations of 
Christians to the State and its laws and to 
the existing sufferings of their fellow coun- = 
trymen are, according to our Ordination 
vows, an integral part of the preaching of 
(Author’s italics throughout.) 


Growing Insecurity 


The second section is called ‘‘The growing 
insecurity of justice, viewed as a background 
for the present-day tasks of the Church.” 
The present condition of the judicature, say 
the authors, makes “it difficult for the 
Church to speak convincingly both of obe- 
dience to the lawful authorities and of 
mercy towards our neighbours. The state of 
the judicature at the moment is such that tt 
is hard to determine if we really have a law- iy 
ful authority to obey.” cg) 

“We see that good Danes are murdered, ie 
as far as one can tell, simply because of their — 
Danish spirit. And we have yet to see the 
Danish police succeed in catching the per- — 
petrators, and Danish courts-of-law convict 
and condemn them, and so discourage re- ~~ 
petitions of these crimes. We are not now - 
speaking of those who have entered actively 
into the service of one or other of the com- 
batant Powers, and who may happen to lose 
their lives while carrying out their allotted 
tasks. When, for instance, an informer in Rai 
the service of the Germans, or a saboteur in 
the service of the Allies, is killed here in. 
Denmark by his respective enemy, this must 
be looked upon as death in battle. Both 
parties are on active Front Line service, and — 
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son sequently: they face the’ war- 


being killed by the enemy. But we are e think- 
img of those unoffending Danish men and — 


women who, without in this sense engaging 
actively in ‘Front Line service, have been 
assaulted or murdered. When the wireless 


and the Press link together murders of this — 


kind with, for instance, the killing of an 
active informer working for one of the com- 
batant Powers, this can only serve to confuse 
the people’s sense of justice. 

“And we see Danish men and women de- 
ported without having first been indicted 
and convicted, simply because of their pa- 
triotism or their race. We see that in the 


ee 


course of police prosecutions, methods of. 


arrest and questioning are employed which 
are contrary to Danish law and to our Scan- 
dinavian usage. It is especially painful to 
learn that the duty and the right of clergy 
of the Danish Established Church to visit 
Danish prisoners is not being respected. It 
has in many cases proved extremely difficult, 
and often quite impossible, to arrange for 
Danish prisoners to be attended by a Danish 
clergyman. 

“And we see that an oath of loyalty to 
the Occupying Power is being demanded of 
Damsh citizens. 

“Since they are contrary to the funda- 
mental principles of justice upon which are 
based the life of the Danish people and their 
present-day relations with the Occupying 
Power, these things have played their part 
in producing and confirming in the people 
and the Christian congregations of Denmark 
the impression that a secure Rule of Law 
“no longer exists, but that Justice and the 
Law are fast decaying, giving place to law- 
lessness_ and chaos.” 


Fundamental Principles 


After this there follows a third section 
headed “The fundamental principles of jus- 
tice at present operative in Denmark.” The 
authors begin by calling attention to the 
proclamation of August 29th, 19438, when 
the Germans proclaimed a State of Hmer- 
gency and Denmark was brought into con- 
ditions governed by Section III of the Hague 
Convention of October 18th, 1907. 

“Regardless of whether or no this stand- 
point is still maintained by the Occupying 
Power, this is the sole reasonable interpreta- 
tion of the relations between Germany and 
Denmark at the present moment. Article 42 
of the Hague Convention stipulates that ter- 
ritory shall be deemed to be occupied when 
it is de facto subject to the authority of the 
hostile army. That Denmark is in fact sub- 
ject to the authority of the German army is 
indisputable, and that it is regarded as 
hostile territory may be seen, for one thing, 


aed ; gu Jon- 
vention concerning monies: nile in} “hosti € 
territory must therefore form the basic idea 
‘of justice which is our point of departure 


when assessing the growing disregard of 
justice.” j 
» The relevant articles from the Hague Con-! 
vention are then cited. The main point is! 
then made that “none but the military Ger- 
man authorities is in supreme power, and 
that this ‘power should be exercised as far as_ 
possible in conformity with existing Danish 
laws.” The various ways in which the rules” 
have been broken are then specified. 

The article continues :— 4 

The fact that these fundamental principles” 
of justice have not been respected by the 
Occuying Power has contributed more than 
anything else to the growing sense of law- 
lessness and chaos. Now that the Danish 
Government and the King have ceased to 
function, the Occupying Power, which is to— 
say the military power, is supremely respon-_ 
sible for restoring and maintaining public 
order (Art. 43). This can only be achieved 


+ 
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-when the fundamental principles for the ad- 


ministration of justice are adhered to. When - 
these are set aside and their place taken by © 
arbitrary decisions, it becomes impossible 
for such Danish authorities as still remain — 
to carry out their functions, and impossible 
for the Church to exhort men to obey the 
authorities. When the Occupying Power 

punishes attacks directed against itself ac-— 
cording to the laws of war, this cannot 
rightly be criticized. But when, on the other > 
hand, Danish citizens who have not been 
convicted of any crime against Danish law 

or against the German forces are confined in 


prisons or concentration camps, and are per- _ 


haps finally deported, simply because of their 
patriotic spirit, this has nothing to do with 
the Law, not even with the laws of war. 
We all know that the laws of war are 
harsher than the laws of peace. But when 
even the laws of war are supplanted by ar- 
sialon rulings, conditions become intoler- 
able. 


Church and State 


The final section is headed “The | Church 


and the State.”’ According to the doctrine of 


the Church of the Reformation “the Church | 


and the State each has its proper function.” 
“But this does not mean that the Church has 
no message to the State.” On the contrary 
“the Church is passionately interested in the 
continuance of the Rule of Law” 
reason of this “the Church becomes, and 


rightly, the conscience of every statesman.” — 
“The Church can therefore not witness in | 


silence the breakdown of the tude of Law. 


in and by | 


| larity ie ideas ‘of his ean eed so that 
hey understand their own position in re- 
ation to the Law. In this manner the Church 
elps to maintain the Rule of Law, by keep- 
ng alive our awareness of true Justice and 
sur will to live by law. It is only when the 
Shurch fulfils this mission that it can warn 
$ with any authority against allowing feel- 
ngs of hatred and revenge to gain the upper 
and. For hatred and revenge are to be 
uelled not by mercy alone but by Law and 
Jrder. The preservation of a firm Rule of 
aw must form the background for all ex- 
iortations concerning mercy and concilia- 
ion. Deny this adherence to justice and the 
Haw, and these exhortations may well be- 
“ome Mere vacuous sentiment. 

“The purpose of this statement is to clarify 
ur minds on these vital questions and so 
void too great confusion in the words and 
houghts of Christian men and women 
luring these weeks and months concerning 
he relations of the Church to the judicature. 
“Should lawlessness prove victorious, the 
hurch knows well that everything will de- 
end on the patience and the faith of the 
But this is a stand 


accord; the Lord must first place it there. 
Till such a time come, the Church must 
stand solidly behind the people in their de- 
mand for the Rule of. Law. For in the eyes 
of the Church, the Rule of Law is a gift 
gad a blessing from God.” 

Boo 


} FREE CHURCH SERVICE IN ITALY 
Worship and Fellowship Behind the Lines 


The Methodist Recorder (22.6.44) has the 
following interesting article: 
Our evening service begins at seven 
o’clock, but one has to be there a quarter of 
an hour beforehand if one wants to get a seat. 
te one minds that, for it is a treat to find 
church so full. Already there is an atmos- 
phere of expectancy that acts like a tonic. 
Unless you are very absorbed in your 
feiine you will probably fill the time of 


iting until the service begins in looking 
round at the church and the people. 


You 


ill find plenty to occupy your attention. 
( 1 will like the building. It is not large, 


ut the pulpit is in the centre behind the 
d’s Table; and on the wall behind the 
it is written in Italian, “God is Spirit.” 
an Italian church, the property of 


. private soldiers sitting side by side. 


: pe the Waldensians, the largest Protestant com- 
-munity in Italy, which is now—in the idiom 
_of our Anglican friends—in communion with 


the Methodist Church. We have been sur- 
prised and delighted, both in Sicily and in 


Italy, to discover a Waldensian church in 


every town of size; and always the pastor 
and the people have ‘been eager to place their 
premises at our disposal. 

It is becoming a practice in the Central 


/Mediterranean Force to requisition and re- 


construct a suitable hall as the “parish 
church,” and to borrow the Waldensian 


- premises for the use of the other denomina- 


tions. Both “parish church’ and “free 
church” are invariably well attended, and 
many men serving overseas are learning to 
love the House of God as never before. 


% * * 


But we have been day-dreaming, and have 
wandered from the little Italian church in 
which we are sitting. It is still some minutes 
to seven, and we begin to notice the congre- 
gation, many of the later arrivals now hud- 
dled together on forms; the chair is the re- 
ward of punctuality! There are a few nurs- 
ing sisters from the military hospital, but 


. the congregation is predominantly male. It 


is a little commonwealth of nations. There 
are men from New Zealand, Canada, and 
South Africa, as well as from the British 
Isles. There are sailors, soldiers, and air- 
men, and there are officers, N.C.O.s and 
Nor is 
it unknown for a “brass hat’ to be discoy- 
ered hidden Ney. in some corner of the 
church. 

It is seven o eck now, and the choir and 
minister are filing into their seats. It might 
be the beginning of the evening service in 
our church at home, except that the preacher 
is wearing khaki uniform with the ribbon of 
the African Star above his breast pocket. 
The resident minister is the Rev. Gilbert 
Tyson. He is one of the band of Methodist 
chaplains serving in the C.M.F., and it is his 


initiative which has procured us our church. 


* a * 


The service follows the usual form. I have © 


heard it said that the troops no longer like 
the old hymns, but this service does not bear 
out the statement. Singing takes a leading 
place in our worship. We soon tired of the 
hundred hymns in the Army Prayer Book. 
No other was available, but one or two of 


us have copies of the Methodist Hymn Book _ 


with tunes, and others have access to type- 
writers and duplicators, so we are gradually 
compiling our own selection, adding a new 
sheet of foolscap almost every week. 

We like hymns with choruses, but our 


taste is catholic, and we include such hymns 


ae 7 


as “Jesus the First and Last,” “In heavenly — 
Love abiding, ” “Jesu, Thou joy of. loving 3 
hearts,” and of course “And can it be. . 
Our singing may not be all that a musician | 
could desire, but the volume beggars descrip- 
tion. There is something awe-inspiring in 
its enthusiasm and in its evident sincerity. 
These men have come to worship, and their 
earnestness is immediately apparent in every 
part of the service. 

One notices the number who follow the 
reading of Scripture in their much-worn 
pocket Testaments. Usually the service is 
followed by community singing, but on the 
first Sunday in each month we observe’ the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. One of the 
things we Methodist chaplains have discov- 
ered during the war is the appeal of the 
Holy Communion. Many of us make a rule 
when visiting units to follow every service 
with Holy Communion. We have learnt to 
do this because of the demand. Last Sunday 
night there were more than fifty communi- 
cants at this service. 

Our church life is not limited to the 
Sunday services. The weekly fellowship 
meeting and the midweek preaching service 
are both well attended by some fifty or sixty 
men and there is a fine Saturday night 
prayer meeting.’ In addition, there is an 
Italian class conducted by the Italian pastor. 
In fact, this little church is the centre of a 
real Christian fellowship. Men are con- 
stantly coming and going, but they go forth 
—many of them to face the danger of battle’ 
—saying “This is none other but the house 
of God, and this is the gate of Heaven.” 


F. W. HILBORNE. 


INAUGURATION OF REPUBLIC 
OF ICELAND 


Iceland’s greatest day opened with a 
dignified ceremony round the statue of the 
hero ef Icelandic independence, Jon Sigurds- 
son, in front of the Althing building in 
Reykjavik. The President of the United 
Althing laid a wreath on the statue. Reyk- 
javik is clothed in gala costume for the great 
occasion. Flags were flown everywhere and 
the shops emptied their windows of wares 
and displayed patriotic emblems. The whole 
town was polished and repainted and has 
never been in better order. 

The scene then moved to Thingvellir—the 
site hallowed for more than a thousand 
years. Thousands had arrived during the 
previous days and camped in tents. Now 
thousands more poured in by every possible 
means. Cars, buses and lorries brought up 
to 20,000; farmers in the neighbouring dis- 
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Sar as in the days of the sagas. ae a 
The ceremony started by the Ree ent, th 
Government, the Bishop and. the | Atthi¢ 
members marching i in procession alo ng Greai 
Chasmalmannagja to Légberg (the Lay 
Rock where the laws were promulgated i 
saga times) while the band played the Na: 
tional march. The Premier then opened t 
ceremony and a religious service followed 
The Bishop preached a sermon recalling; 
inter alia, the trials of other countries i ix 
wartime and particularly the sister Scandi 
navian nations. He thanked those nations 
who, while fighting for their own liberty 
ae took the opportunity of welcoming Ice 
and’s. ,. 
The Althing meeting then opened and t ; 
new Constitution was established. All the 
church bells in Iceland then rang for two 
minutes, followed by one minute’s silence 
after which the crowd joined in the Nationa 
Anthem under lowering skies. The President 
of the United Althing delivered an address. 
The election of the President for one year by 
the Althing’ followed, and Sveinn Bjoerns 
son, who has been Regent for the past three 
years was elected with a majority of thirty 
votes. His election was greeted with cheer- 
ing. i 
The President then took the oath on the 
Constitution and delivered an addres 
thanking the nation for the trust placed ir 
him, promising to serve the nation’s happi 
ness and well-being, and praying to God fo: 
charity and humility. He then recalled tha 
“on this’ traditional spot, consecrated b 
countless memories of events significant for 
the history and happiness of Icelanders,” 
nine hundred and forty-four years ago ther 
had been a great dispute on whether Icland 
should adopt Christianity. In order to avoid 
dissension, the leader of the heathens was 
asked to solve the matter and he decided that 
all Icelanders should become Christians. _ 
The President, concluded: ‘Now, in this: 
place of history and traditions, in this: 
solemn hour, I pray that the same a 
God who held His hand over the people o: 
Iceland then, may hold His hand over Ice- 
land and her people in future.” d 


WELL-KNOWN FRENCH ROMAN 
CATHOLIC ARRESTED 


It is reported that the Abbé Couturier, 
the well known organizer of the ‘‘Weeks oi! 
Prayer for Christian Unity” and the author 
of many brochures on the Roman Catholic 
attitude to cecumenical questions, has beer 
arrested and imprisoned at Lyons. 


1.C.P.1.S. Geneva, May, 18 


